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The work of WetlandCare Australia and other envi-

ping, and research has never been more important.

is more important now than ever. History shows
that real differences, changes and significant
advancement in any arena will only be achieved
by the sustained efforts of people who really care,
are determined and well informed and are adequately funded. The majority of people engaged
in onground environmental improvement are in or
mobilised by NGOs like
WetlandCare Australia. This valuable onground
community resource has been built up over the
last 30 years and must be kept fully engaged and
growing for the sake of the Australian environment.
In this time of climate change, increasing population,
urbanisation and a growing awareness and
appreciation for the environment, the work of
WetlandCare Australia in
onground rehabilitation, community
engagement, education, policy development, map-

Our Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015 will take Australian wetlands into a new decade of more community engagement, best practice management
and onground conservation outcomes for wetlands. It will also work to further improve the policy
framework within which the Australian wetland
community works. For us it is about ensuring our
valuable wetlands are appreciated and conserved
for the benefit of all communities.
We look forward to continuing our work in a world
of increasing awareness, understanding and
appreciation.

David O’Sullivan
Chair
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Celebrating Our Unique Wetlands
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WetlandCare Australia’s mission is working with communities to

Wetlands are also combatants against the impacts of climate

protect, promote and restore wetlands. We do this by:

change. Wetland ecosystems hold as much as 30% of the

•

supporting and using science to develop and implement

world’s carbon and there is growing consensus that coastal wetland

best practice wetland protection, conservation, restoration

ecosystems are more important as carbon stores than any other

and management measures

ecosystem. Expanded efforts to understand and protect these vital

working in partnership with landholders, natural resource

ecosystems are urgently needed.

managers, scientific institutions, community groups and

Our increasing population means Australia’s valuable wetlands

governments to achieve positive changes in wetland

are under continual threat of loss or damage from expanding

management at the local, regional and landscape scale

development, pollution and conversion to agricultural land.

providing technical expertise and building community capacity

Australia-wide, it has been estimated that we have lost around 50%

to undertake on the ground, site based action

of wetlands since European settlement and in highly populated

•

•

Like our coral reefs and rainforests, Australia’s wetland ecosystems

areas this figure is as great as 90%. The importance of conserving

are a cornerstone to life. They provide food, shelter, nurseries

wetlands in the fight to prevent increases in greenhouse gas

and habitat to many amazing mammals, plants, birds, fish and

emissions and global temperatures cannot be underestimated.

reptiles. They also provide us with food and fresh water, shelter

Our challenge is to work in close partnerships, as well as to support

and medicines, remove excess nutrients and other pollutants from

others, to conserve and repair these precious ecosystems and

our waterways, provide flood control and storm protection and

promote their sustainable use as natural habitats, ensuring wetland

stop erosion. Wetlands are a great source of spiritual and cultural

wellbeing for all communities.

significance and recreational opportunity, as places of great beauty
for us to enjoy.
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OUR MISSION

Mariesa Lai Woan Ling - Harmony of Wetlands (detail)
Central West CMA Children’s Art Senior: 1st Prize, WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography Competition 2009

working together in partnership we will

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005

conservation of Australia’s wetland

For over 20 years WetlandCare Australia

implement the plan and achieve further
tangible results towards the lasting
heritage.

has been dedicated to protecting and
restoring Australian wetlands and inspiring
others to get involved.
Our founders envisioned a future for

“Never doubt that a small group of committed
citizens can change the world.”®
Margaret Mead. (Used with permission)

restoring networks of wetlands across
Australia that would provide the connectivity
to ensure healthy functioning ecosystems
that support life. As Australia’s only
dedicated national wetland conservation
organisation our reach has been extensive in
moving that dream towards a reality.
Our primary focus has been on the
ground action and building the capacity
of and providing ongoing support to over
16,000 volunteers, community groups,
indigenous groups, landholders and
natural resource managers. Together we
have conserved, restored and sustainably
managed over 175,000 hectares of
Australia’s functioning wetland ecosystems
and their catchments and assisted wetland
managers in rehabilitation planning
through mapping and assessing over
1,480,000 hectares of wetlands across New
South Wales (NSW) and Queensland (QLD).

making a difference
Never in human history has the state of
the environment received such worldwide
attention.
Australia’s population is expanding
rapidly. The pressure this is placing
on our vital natural resources such as
water is immense. Our wetlands are
the lifeblood of our harsh environment
and fundamental to a functioning and
healthy environment that can sustain us.
It is critical that we act now to conserve,
protect and restore these wetland areas.
WetlandCare Australia’s efforts are
helping to build resilience in our
landscapes to combat climate change
through conserving, restoring and
promoting the sustainable use of wetlands
– our precious carbon sinks.

We have earned our reputation as an
influential change agent and partnership
builder through our solid track record in
managing and delivering hundreds of
projects that have resulted in improved
wetland ecosystems and their sustainable
use.
Our work is far from done and we are
committed to continuing the path our
founders laid for delivering on their vision.
This 2011-2015 Conservation Plan outlines
the next phase of that journey. By

“Wetlands are also critical to mitigating
climate change. They have an important
and underestimated role in both carbon
storage and greenhouse gas regulation.
Where they have been degraded, wetlands
are already a significant additional source
of atmospheric carbon and wetland
restoration/rehabilitation offers a return on
investment up to 100 times that of alternative
carbon mitigation investments.”
Peter Bridgewater, Former Secretary
General, Ramsar Convention 2007

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015

“The global degradation and loss of
wetlands is more rapid than that of other
ecosystems.”
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DELIVERING OUTCOMES
In the last 20 years WetlandCare Australia has helped to:
• Engage and improve the capacity of over 10,000 farmers and
landholders across Australia in best practice aquatic ecosystem
management, conservation and sustainable farm practices
Reduce excess nutrients and pollutants and improve water
• quality flowing from 54,100ha of wetlands into the Great Barrier
Reef World Heritage area
Build resilience and improve biodiversity conservation for
• 60,500ha of aquatic ecosystems on the east coast of Australia in
the face of climate change
Pioneer wetland rehabilitation in the Murray Darling Basin
• across 7,100ha; identifying the need for wetting and drying
cycles, restoring flood flow paths, managing carp in wetlands,
negotiating wetland improvements with communities and

delivering change including for the world famous Banrock
Station wetland
Re-establish native wetland habitat by planting 200,000 plants,
• installing 2,100km of fencing and controlling 5,500ha of weeds
Improve wetland rehabilitation through mapping and classifying
1,245,000ha of wetlands in NSW and assessing the health of
• 235,000ha of wetlands across QLD and NSW
Recover Australia’s unique wetland wildlife and their habitats
including Growling Grass Frog, Hoary Headed Grebe, Green and
• Golden Bell Frog, Giant Barred Frog, Wallum Froglet, Jacana,
Black Necked Stork, Oxleyan Pygmy Perch, Water Mouse and
Platypus.
Improve the implementation of the Ramsar Convention in Australia
by providing technical expertise and advice to governments

WetlandCare Australia Project Sites 1991 - 2010

We must act now to conserve our unique wetland ecosystems and

Improve roosting and foraging habitat areas within the East

build their resilience against the impacts of climate change. Our

Asian-Australasian and East-Asia Pacific flyways for migratory

planet is warming, our population is rapidly growing and Australia

• shorebirds Latham’s Snipe, Eastern Curlew and Marsh Sandpiper
Connect around 3,000 members of the wetland community

is losing its precious wetlands and their unique mammals, birds, frogs,
reptiles and fish at an alarming rate.

across Australia to build capacity and improve knowledge-

Join us on the journey to protect, conserve and manage our

sharing through the provision of social networking and knowledge

wetlands and the wildlife that depends on them for survival.

• systems.

Making that commitment is a commitment to determining our
future and that of our children.
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Investing in our future
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• and coordinating input from over 70 NGOs into Ramsar related
business

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015

p8 Working with communities to protect, promote and restore wetlands since 1991

OUR COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE CONSERVING OUR LIVING WETLANDS

As Australia’s leading wetland conservation organisation, WetlandCare Australia is committed
to improving the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of Australia’s living
wetland ecosystems. Our focus is on addressing national and international priorities in
relation to wetlands for Australia.
WetlandCare Australia is working strategically and on the ground to:
• Improve the resilience of the Great Barrier Reef by connecting, restoring and improving the
sustainable use of aquatic ecosystems in adjacent catchments
• Highlight the fundamental role of our coastal wetlands (also known as Blue Carbon sinks) in
maintaining a balanced climate and mainstream a Blue Carbon agenda into national climate
change initiatives
• Improve the conservation, management and sustainable use of wetlands and environmental
water across coastal catchments in eastern Australia
• Protect and conserve habitat and connectivity for Australia’s unique wetland biodiversity
including our iconic mammals, birds, fish and frogs
• Improve the recognition and implementation of the Ramsar Convention for internationally
significant wetlands and ensure the wise use of all wetlands across Australia.

Tyson Brindley - Wetlands Vision (detail)
Murray-Darling Basin Authority Children’s Art Junior: 2nd prize, WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography Competition 2010

Blue Carbon

Eastern Wetlands Australian Wetland
& Water
Biodiversity

Ramsar

Outcome:
Functioning aquatic
ecosystems across
Great Barrier Reef
catchments improving
resilience for the
Reef.

Outcome:
Coastal ecosystms
included in
Australia’s climate
change adaption
mitigation strategy.

Outcome:
Functioning
wetlands across
eastern Australian
coastal catchments.

Outcome:
Strategic and prioritised
investment in wetland
biodiverstiy delivered
at the regional scale.

Outcome:
Improved delivery of
Australia’s obligations
against the Ramsar
Convention.

Building a resilient
Great Barrier Reef
through:
• Improving sustainable
use of 50,000ha of
coastal ecosystems
• Incorporating best
science and improving
the capacity of 1,000
landholders in the
Burdekin, Fitzroy and
Mackay catchments
• Advocating for the
implementation of the
Reef Water Quality
Protection Plan 2009
no net loss provisions
• Advocating for
appropriate science
and wetland values in
decision making.

Mainstreaming a
Blue Carbon agenda
into national climate
change initiatives
through:
• Developing a national
coastal wetland
management framework
• Recognition of coastal
wetlands in the Voluntary Carbon Market and
development
of a Blue Carbon Fund
• Facilitating priority
research
• Rehabilitating
20,000ha of coastal
wetlands across
Australia
• Explore opportunities
for indigenous
participation.

Improving conservation,
management and
sustainable use of
wetlands and
environmental water
across SE QLD and
NSW through:
• Rehabilitation of
75,000ha of wetlands
in coastal catchments
• Improving the
capacity of 2,000
landholders
• Advocating for
adoption of no net
loss provisions
• A consistent
framework for
collecting and recording baseline aquatic
ecosystem data.

Ensuring protection
and conservation of
our unique wetland
flora and fauna
through:
• Delivering a wetland
management capacity
building program for
local councils in QLD
and NSW
• Ensuring wetland
biodiversity recovery
•
planning at the
landscape scale
• Improvement of
2,000ha of habitat for •
migratory shore birds
• Adoption of best
management practice
•
by 500 landholders
and 50 community
groups across
5,000ha of coastal
private and public land.

Improving the
recognition and
implementation of the
Ramsar Convention in
Australia through:
• Ensuring the
implementation of a
National Wetlands
Policy and
Communication,
Education, Participation
and Action Plan
• Improving capacity
for 30 private landholders
• Advocating for
implementation
of management plans
for Ramsar wetlands
• Promotion for the
wise use of all
wetlands and
continued community
support.

improving
policy
direction

providing
technical
advice

building
capacity

supporting
research

onground
action

Working with communities to protect, promote and restore wetlands
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Great Barrier Reef
Catchments
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WetlandCare Australia
Conservation Framework 2011-2015

Great barrier Reef Catchments
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Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is the world’s largest World
Heritage Area and a priceless natural wonder. It is the world’s
largest coral ecosystem and holds more biological

WetlandCare Australia’s 2015 conservation

diversity than almost anywhere else on the planet. For

goals for Great Barrier Reef Catchments

Australians the Reef is a treasured icon that has provided
livelihoods, recreation and spiritual fulfilment to many for

1) Improved capacity for 1,000 landholders in best practice

thousands of years.

aquatic ecosystem management in the Burdekin, Fitzroy and

The Great Barrier Reef ecosystem and its iconic wildlife such

Mackay catchments

as the dugong and barramundi are however, at risk. While the
Reef is still one of the world’s healthiest coral reef ecosystems,

2) Rehabilitation of 50,000ha of coastal aquatic ecosystems

its resilience in the face of climate change is declining

using best practice aquatic ecosystem management

due to poor water quality from catchment runoff, coastal
development and over-fishing. Decisions made in the next

3) Incorporation of wetland ecosystem services into at least five

few years will determine its long term future.

major QLD coastal planning initiatives, particularly in relation
to building the Great Barrier Reef’s resilience against climate

Working in partnership for solutions

change

WetlandCare Australia is committed to working in
partnership with landholders, local communities, regional

4) Effective implementation of the Reef Water Quality Protection

natural resource management groups and others to improve

Plan 2009 by industry leading to no net loss of natural wetlands

water quality running off these catchments, restore natural

or degradation in their condition in the Burdekin, Fitzroy and

aquatic ecosystem connectivity to the Reef and help ensure

Mackay catchments

coastal developments better consider the social, economic and
biological values that these ecosystems provide in improving

5) Implementation of appropriate science into resilience action

the resilience of the Great Barrier Reef against climate change

and climate change adaptation for all wetland rehabilitation

impacts.

projects in the Burdekin, Fitzroy and Mackay catchments
OUTCOME: Functioning aquatic ecosystems across Great
Barrier Reef catchments improving resilience for the Reef by
providing improved water quality, flood mitigation, connectivity
and healthy habitat for all species including important fish
nurseries for commercial and recreational opportunities.

‘Based on solid facts, we must work

is in peril.’
Jean-Michael Cousteau, Founder and President,
Oceans Future Society

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015

solutions, the Great Barrier Reef and all life
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together to find solutions. For without
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blue Carbon

““Science is now also telling us that we need to urgently address the question of ‘blue’
carbon. An estimated 50% of the carbon in the atmosphere that becomes bound or
‘sequestered’ in natural systems is cycled into the seas and oceans – another example
of nature’s ingenuity for ‘carbon capture and storage’. However, as with forests we are
rapidly turning that blue carbon into brown carbon by clearing and damaging the
very marine ecosystems that are absorbing and storing greenhouse gases in the first place. This in turn will accelerate climate
change, putting at risk communities including coastal ones along with other economically important assets such as coral reefs,
freshwater systems and marine biodiversity as well as ‘hard’ infrastructure from ports to power stations. Targeted investments in
the sustainable management of coastal and marine ecosystems – the natural infrastructure – alongside the rehabilitation and
restoration of damaged and degraded ones, could prove a very wise transaction with inordinate returns.”
Achim Steiner UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director, UNEP 2009

While emissions reductions from the energy and transport sectors and the role of forests and soils as terrestrial carbon sinks have
been at the centre of climate change discussions, the critical role of the oceans, and its wetland ecosystems in carbon capture and
storage has been largely overlooked.
Our oceans play a significant role in the global carbon cycle. They are not only the world’s largest long term carbon sinks, but
our oceans store and cycle 93% of the earth’s CO2. The world’s most crucial climate-combating wetland ecosystems, mangroves,
saltmarshes, seagrasses, known collectively as Blue Carbon sinks, and estuaries capture and store the equivalent of up to half of the
carbon emissions from the entire global transport sector every year, estimated at around 1 billion metric tons of carbon each year. Yet
we are degrading these wetland ecosystems at a rapid pace from urban expansion, coastal development and through
inappropriate catchment management practices.
Over the next 20 years, protecting, conserving and rehabilitating these precious Blue Carbon sinks globally would equate to 10% of
the reductions needed to keep the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere at safe levels below 450ppm and would offset 3-7% of current
fossil fuel emissions1 – over half of that projected for reducing rainforest deforestation. As for forests, maintaining or improving the
ability of the oceans and its wetland ecosystems to absorb and bury CO2 is a crucial aspect of climate change mitigation for Australia.
Mainstreaming a Blue Carbon agenda
Globally, functioning coastal ecosystems are ranked among the most economically viable of all ecosystems and are estimated to
be worth over $US 25,000 billion annually. These Blue Carbon sinks play a crucial role in maintaining climate, health, food security
and economic development across coastal Australia. They also provide food, shelter and nursery areas for around 70% of the fish
species we eat, amazing animals like seahorses and our native wildlife including the Orange-Bellied Parrot and the Water Mouse.
WetlandCare Australia is working with our partners to improve the integrated management and connectivity of our coastal and
marine environments, including the protection, conservation and rehabilitation of our Blue Carbon sinks. Together we are working to
have these wetland ecosystems recognised in voluntary carbon and compliance schemes and to ensure a holistic ecosystem approach
is adopted by governments that will not only reduce and mitigate the effects of climate change, but increase Australia’s food security,
benefit health and productivity and help protect fragile coastal areas - a win-win mitigation strategy!

1. Nellemann, C., Corcoran, E., Duarte, C. M., Valdés, L., De Young, C., Fonseca, L., Grimsditch, G. (Eds).
2009. Blue Carbon. A Rapid Response Assessment. United Nations Environment Programme, GRID-Arendal,
www.grida.no

WetlandCare Australia’s 2015 conservation goals

managing and rehabilitating Australia’s Blue Carbon sinks for carbon
storage
2) Rehabilitation of 20,000ha of priority Blue Carbon sinks across
coastal catchments of Australia
3) Establishment of at least 3 interdisciplinary research projects
to improve our understanding of the role of Australian Blue
Carbon sinks in carbon storage across tropical, sub tropical and
temperate climates, including a series of pilot projects that
build carbon storage measurements associated with ecosystem
rehabilitation at priority locations
4) Inclusion of coastal wetlands in the Voluntary Carbon Market
and any national compliance scheme, as well as development of a
national Blue Carbon Fund for the protection and management of
coastal wetland carbon storage
5) Completion of a feasibility study and pilot project to explore
opportunities arising from Blue Carbon sinks and Voluntary
Carbon Markets for indigenous and remote communities.
6) A national approach to measuring and managing cumulative risk
associated with urban and industry expansion pressures on Blue Carbon
sink carbon storage
OUTCOME: As a mainstream component of Australia’s climate
change mitigation and adaptation strategies Blue Carbon is
an important factor in improving the health of critical coastal
ecosystems that sustain ocean biodiversity (mangroves,
saltmarsh and seagrass).

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015

1) Development of a national policy and framework for conserving,
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for Blue Carbon in Australia
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Eastern Wetlands & Water

Australia’s population is expected to grow by almost two-thirds in the
next 40 years. With the majority of people already living along the most
densely populated east coast, an increase in population will continue to
place pressure on our already stretched natural resources and the health
of our ecosystems that sustain us. Water is a scarce, precious resource in
Australia and critical not just for our survival, but for the environment in
which we live, work and enjoy.
Our unique wetlands and rivers play a significant role in not only
regulating the climatic conditions in Australia but also in providing
us and our native wildlife like the Platypus and Brolga, with food and
shelter. Water gives life to these ecosystems and without water their
ability to provide us with the ecosystem services so critical to our quality
of life diminishes. The drought conditions across much of eastern
Australia have drawn attention to the devastation that can occur to
these wetland areas without water and the impact this has on farmers,
regional communities and those living in urban areas. We have also
however, seen the wonderful display of life that appears when it rains
and the floods flow into these areas.
Our wetlands need water if they are to deliver the quality and quantity
of services we depend on now and into the future.
Managing complexity through solutions
designed in partnership
Competing interests across eastern Australia place enormous pressure
on our natural resources, which makes natural resource management
very complex. Development of land for housing and agriculture
means we are losing the lifeblood of the environment that sustains
us – our wetlands. Australia-wide, it has been estimated that we have
lost around 50% of wetlands since European settlement and in highly
populated areas this figure is as great as 90%. We need to work together
to design sustainable solutions that consider the
connectivity between all aspects of the environment and our use of
natural resources and balance our needs with that of the environment.
WetlandCare Australia is dedicated to working in partnership with
governments, landholders, indigenous groups, community, researchers and
business to find solutions to these land use conflicts, and the resulting
depletion of our wetland resources.
We will continue to develop, implement and extend best practice
management and sustainable use of aquatic ecosystems to landholders, and
work with governments, indigenous groups, community and
business to conserve, manage and restore these precious ecosystems,
return the water that they so desperately need and build resilience in
the face of climate change.

and Water
1) Implementation of existing policy directions of
no net loss of natural wetlands for all major developments in south east QLD and NSW
2) Implementation of best practice management
and adoption of sustainable use principles for
aquatic ecosystems by 2,000 landholders across
75,000ha of private and public wetlands in south
east QLD and Northern Rivers, Hunter Central
Rivers, Hawkesbury Nepean, Sydney Metropolitan,
and Southern Rivers catchments in NSW
3) Full inclusion of climate change impacts and
environmental water requirements for all wetland
rehabilitation projects across south east QLD and
NSW
4) A consistent framework for collecting and recording
baseline aquatic ecosystem data across QLD
and NSW
OUTCOME: Functioning wetlands across
eastern Australian coastal catchments
providing improved water quality, flood
mitigation, connectivity and healthy habitat
for all species including important fish nurseries
for commercial and recreational opportunities.
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Aust ra lian Wetland biodiversity

Many of our plants and animals are found nowhere else
on the planet. The loss of biodiversity is Australia’s most
serious environmental problem. It is happening at
an alarming rate due to clearing of habitat for development
and production, water extraction, feral animals, increased
grazing pressure, altered fire regimes and now the effects of
climate change. In the past 200 years Australia has cleared
so much land and drained so many wetlands, that we have
the world’s worst record for fauna extinction and over 100
species are now listed as threatened and
endangered – 23% of mammals, 9% of birds, 5% of
higher plants, 7% of reptiles, 16% of frogs and 9% of
freshwater fish.
The extensive loss of native habitat is having major
impacts on ecosystem functioning in many parts of Australia,
particularly wetlands. This in turn is threatening the
survival of our wetland wildlife. The scientific evidence is
suggesting that Australia is on the cusp of another wave of
mammal, bird, freshwater fish and frog extinctions.
Investing in our unique wetland wildlife
For wetlands, a reduction in biodiversity means there
are fewer components to buffer the blows inflicted by
drought, fire, introduced species and climate change. The
plants and animals of Australia’s wetlands are unique and
amazing, from birds that migrate from Russia and China
to spend part of their life in the estuaries and coastlines of
Australia, to rare plants that survive seemingly unpredictable
wetting and drying periods.
WetlandCare Australia is working with the community,
Indigenous groups, government agencies, landholders
and other stakeholders to protect and restore critical
habitats to build resilience for threatened and
endangered species, migratory birds, high conservation
aquatic ecosystems and endangered ecological
communities. Together we are developing sustainable
workable solutions to species conservation and
management that do not hinder productivity, while
conserving cultural heritage values. By highlighting the
plight of flagship species we can tell the story for the
many other plants and animals that share their habitats.
Conserving these species means conserving many other
species and ecological communities.

and conserving Australian Wetland
Biodiversity
1) Delivery of a best practice wetland management
capacity building program for local government and other
statutory decision makers across QLD and NSW, with an
initial pilot program targeting 20 local government areas
2) Wetland biodiversity recovery planning development
and implementation at the landscape scale for priority
subregions in South East QLD, Hunter Central Rivers and
Southern Rivers regions in NSW
3) Best management practice in biodiversity conservation
for aquatic ecosystems and invasive aquatic species
control adopted by 500 landholders and 50 community
groups across 5,000ha of coastal private and public land
in South East QLD and Hunter Central Rivers and Southern
Rivers regions in NSW
4) Reinstatement of natural hydrology in balance with
sustainable floodplain management and urban stormwater
management across 10,000ha in the Northern Rivers and
Southern Rivers regions of NSW and the Burnett Mary and
South East region of QLD
5) Protection and improvement of key habitat requirements
for our ‘ambassador’ species across coastal NSW and QLD
6) Improvement of 2,000ha of habitat for migratory shore
bird species through the mitigation of known key threats
in roosting and foraging areas within the East AsianAustralasian flyway across coastal NSW and QLD
OUTCOME: Strategic and prioritised natural resource
management investment in wetland biodiversity
delivered at the regional scale ensuring best practice
management of aquatic flora, fauna, habitats and
connectivity.

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005
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conservation goals for protecting

“Removing the existing pressures on wetlands and improving
their resiliency is the most effective method of coping with the
adverse effects of climate change. Conserving, maintaining, or
rehabilitating wetland ecosystems can be a viable element to
an overall climate change mitigation strategy.”

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015
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Ramsar

to promote and protect wetlands throughout the world. To date, wetlands are the only
type of habitat in the world to have a dedicated international convention. Ramsar wetlands
are wetlands of international importance due to their role in preserving biological
diversity or because they are a representative, rare and unique wetland type. Globally
there are 1,869 Ramsar wetlands, of which 65 are in Australia covering an area larger than

owned land, proof of the high level of

Tasmania.

commitment and increasing capacity of

The Ramsar Convention has stemmed from a recognition of wetland habitat as key to

the community to protect these iconic

migratory bird species. One such bird, Latham’s Snipe provides an example of how far

areas.

away countries need to work together to protect the habitat of these migratory species. The

Across Australia, WetlandCare Australia is

Snipe travels from Australia to Japan each year to breed, resting in Papua New Guinea

committed to working with governments,

along the way. Without habitats in all of these countries the Snipe could not complete its

private landowners and the community

lifecycle and would perish.

to implement the responsibilities of the

As a signatory to the Ramsar Convention, Australia has a responsibility for the wise use of

Ramsar Convention by increasing the

all wetlands. Further to this, designating specific wetlands to the Ramsar

level of knowledge about, and the wise

Convention carries responsibility for ongoing sustainable management of their

use of all wetlands and assisting with the

ecological value. This requires maintaining and enhancing the natural and cultural

management of Ramsar sites to ensure

heritage values of each site. Many of Australia’s Ramsar wetlands are located within

that these unique places will remain for

national parks, nature reserves and state forests. Some are also located on privately

future generations.
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The Ramsar Convention, or ‘Convention on Wetlands of International Importance’ aims

Free Vreman, Wetland Connections,
Merit Award, Murray Darling Basin Authority Children’s Art Junior, WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography Competition 2009

1) Promotion of the wise use of all wetlands and support for international
efforts to deliver wetland outcomes in Australia through participation in global
and national forums, ongoing management of the Australian Wetlands
Alliance, delivery of annual World Wetlands Day national event and the
provision of ongoing technical support to the national wetlands community
2) Implementation of ecological character descriptions and management
plans for all Ramsar-listed wetlands in Australia by governments
3) Implementation of a National Wetlands Policy that includes the
implementation of a Communication, Education, Participation and Action
(CEPA) plan for Australia
4) Improved capacity for 30 private landholders in best practice aquatic
ecosystem management for Ramsar listed sites
OUTCOME: Improved delivery of Australia’s obligations against
the Ramsar Convention through improved protection, conservation
and management of Ramsar listed wetlands and engagement of the
community, landholders and industry in the wise use of all wetlands.

“The role of wetlands in mitigating and adapting to the effects of climate change must
be central in all future debates about the way forward.”
Mr Anada Tiéga
Secretary General, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
World Wetlands Day 2010: Message from the Secretary General
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WetlandCare Australia’s 2015 Conservation goals for
Ramsar
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As a signatory to the Ramsar Convention,
Australia has the responsibility to ensure the wise use of all wetlands.

Celebrating our unique wetlands
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Our unique wetlands hold our history as
well as our future. Each one supports an
amazing array of species that function
together in perfect balance. These precious
natural wonders are critically important to
our wellbeing, provide us with food and
jobs and allow us to enjoy a special part
of nature in action. They deserve to be

February

2nd

celebrated!
World Wetlands Day is celebrated
internationally each year on 2 February. It
marks the anniversary of the signing of the
Ramsar Convention in Iran on 2 February
1971.
Every year WetlandCare Australia celebrates
World Wetlands Day through a National
Wetlands Art and Photographic Competition,
encouraging the community to engage
with their local wetlands through artistic
expression. We also support smaller
regional events around the country.
Our wetland celebrations don’t stop there
though. Throughout the year we attend
festivals, hold public events and run school
programs, bringing wetlands and the
amazing life they hold to the community.

A selection of images from our WetlandCare Australia Art and Photography
“This opportunity to exhibit WetlandCare
Australia’s winning art and photography
works has proven very popular. It has
generated a lot of interest and provided
a new approach for discussions on the
values of wetlands”.
Jen Shearing
Catchment Coordinator, Strategic
Partnerships, NSW Central West
Catchment Management Authority

Competition 2010 (all images here cropped).
See page 27 for artists and awards.

government, industry, research, regional natural resource management organisations,
indigenous groups and business. These wonderful groups and individuals have made a
commitment to us through partnering, volunteering, sponsoring and participating in projects,
research and activities we deliver every year. It is only through their ongoing contributions
that we can achieve our ambitious goals for wetlands. By working together with thousands of
people who, like us, hold a passion for investing in a healthy future for Australia, we are able to
develop and implement sustainable and workable solutions to tackle the challenging issues
that our wetlands are facing and build a better framework
for wetland protection and conservation.
WetlandCare Australia is currently the Oceania representative for the World Wetland Network
and the secretariat for the Australian Wetland Alliance (AWA), an umbrella group of more than
70 non-government organisations (NGOs) with an interest in wetland conservation. AWA was
established in 1994 to coordinate the contributions of NGOs to wetland conservation and policy
and coordinate wetland activities at a regional level. AWA has facilitated broad NGO input into

World Wetland Network

Australia’s national reporting to each of the Ramsar Conference of Parties (COP) meetings held
since the 1996 Ramsar conference in Brisbane, with WetlandCare Australia representing the
group at the latest COP10 in Korea in October 2008. AWA works to ensure Australia’s regionally
and locally active members achieve input on the full range of issues in wetland conservation,
strategy and policy.
WetlandCare Australia has also formed corporate partnerships with like-minded businesses
committed to reducing their footprint, conserving our unique wetlands and building wetland

AustralianÊWetlandÊAlliance

resilience against the impacts of climate change. For them it is an investment in the future of
our planet.

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015

Our wetland community consists of our many supporters from rural and urban areas,
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OUR WETLAND COMMUNITY - WORKING TOGETHER
FOR WETLAND CONSERVATION AND POLICY

A STRONG, DYNAMIC AND FUNCTIONING ORGANISATION Strategic leadership and corporate governanCE

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015
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To deliver effective outcomes against this Conservation Plan it is imperative that WetlandCare Australia continues to be a strong and
dynamic organisation capable of facilitating major wetland programs, effectively supporting our wetland community and
influencing wetland policy direction and research. Our vision is to be leading Australia into a changing future with dynamic solutions
for healthery and valued wetlands. To achieve this will require:
• Strategic leadership
• Strong corporate governance and financial management
• Effective systems for quality management, as well as monitoring, measurement and reporting on the impact of the work we do
Established communication networks, utilising effective technology to reach and engage our wetland community and connect
• them to wetlands science, policy and best management practice
A strong company culture and human resource support infrastructure that makes us a sought after employer to attract and retain
• the best staff
Adequate resources that are well managed to deliver improved environmental, social and economic benefits for each dollar
• invested.

Illustration by Ernest Henry Minitja Story 2nd Prize Central West CMA Children’s Art Senior
WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography Competition 2009

corporate governanCE

Director since 2010. Managing

Quality management,

WetlandCare Australia is a national, not-

Director Waterview Consulting working

monitoring, measuring and

for-profit organisation with a voluntary

with all aspects of organisational

reporting systems

Board of Directors that operates in

change. Deputy Chair Australian

WetlandCare Australia is committed

Volunteers International, and Suters

to delivering and maintaining quality

Architects Pty Ltd and Trustee, Gordon

outcomes and project delivery to all

Darling Foundation. Previous positions

funding bodies and other stakeholders,

held include Deputy Vice Chancellor

effectively managing its costs and risks,

Resources, Monash University, Executive

increasing effectiveness and productivity,

Director Operations Serco Asia Pacific,

identifying improvement opportunities

Director General State and Regional

and increasing stakeholder satisfaction.

accordance with Australian corporations
law and the Australian Securities and
Investment Commission requirements for
private companies.
Patron
Bill Hardy, BRL Hardy Wine Company.
Served on the WetlandCare Australia Board for
eight years, including four years as Chair and
three years as Company Secretary.
Life member
Craig Copeland, Board member
between 1997-2009 holding positions
of Chair, Secretary, Director and CEO;
Manager, Conservation Action Unit Industry
and Investment NSW; active campaigner
and driving force for improved wetland
and fishery habitat management; initiated
major changes to coastal floodplain
management in Australia with active
management of floodgates.

Photograph by Jayden Sing Mangroves on the Marsh from Up Top
1st Prize, Children’s Photography
WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography Competition 2009

Directors
David O’Sullivan, Chair, Adelaide-based

Development NSW, and State Librarian

Our Quality System is based on ISO

Director since 2001. Civil engineer,

NSW.

9001:2008 Quality Management Systems

Director and General Manager of BMD

Matthew Reddy, Melbourne based

– requirements.

Constructions, a privately owned

Director since 2010. Director of API,

WetlandCare Australia employs a best

construction company. Project leader

Managing Director Power Alliance and

management practice process MERI

Executive Director at Carbon Advantage

(monitoring, evaluation, reporting,

working in the renewable energy sector

improvement) cycle to ensure the highest

and carbon markets. Formerly Matthew

quality system of constant project

held national management and director

improvement. Key aspects of projects

roles with Landcare Australia and

are determined and the project outcomes

Landcare CarbonSMART with a focus on

assessed, evaluated and recorded in our

private investment in natural resource

Project Achievement Database. Project

management.

reporting includes an evaluation of possible

on several significant South Australia
Infrastructure projects and responsible for
initiating and promoting positive
environmental initiatives related to
wetlands and employment of Indigenous
people, preservation of Indigenous heritage
and creation of Indigenous legacy items
within the projects.

process improvements to incorporate into
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Alison Crook AO, Northern NSW based

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015

Strategic leadership and

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015
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future projects.

management of occupational health and
safety risks and injury

Financial management and

management for our projects.

sustainability

WetlandCare Australia’s prime obligation is

WetlandCare Australia manages all finances

to provide a safe workplace for all persons,

in accordance with Corporations Act

whether they are

2001. Effective financial management

WetlandCare Australia employees,

of WetlandCare Australia’s resources,

volunteers, contractors or visitors to our

projects and services includes planning,

offices or project sites.

budgeting and monitoring cycles, good
record keeping, strong internal controls

Striving for environmental

and risk management with regular financial

sustainability

performance monitoring and strong cash

WetlandCare Australia is committed to

flow management.

reducing our environmental footprint

WetlandCare Australia is working to build

and ensuring our business operates in a

financial sustainability through reducing

sustainable way. We operate under an ISO

reliance on government grant funding

14001:1996 Environmental

and building sufficient cash reserves to

Management Systems – specifications

fund all administration costs, thereby

with guidance for use based

allowing all funds received from donations

environmental management system

to be directed at conservation programs.

(EMS) that focuses on reducing waste,

WetlandCare Australia operates under

energy and water consumption.

a risk management system based on

WetlandCare Australia has also

Australian/New Zealand Standard for

implemented an environmental

Risk Management (AS/NZ 4360) that

purchasing policy and adopted a process

ensures procedures are in place to protect

of continuous improvement towards

against fraud or insolvency and other

sustainability.

significant risks. The management of

Our EMS was implemented in 2008 and

WetlandCare Australia’s financial risks

has assisted us to decrease waste by

occurs through segregation of duties

reducing inputs and identifying alternate

of cash related functions, delegation of

products with reduced packaging, reusing

authority for approval, use of evidence

and recycling office products like paper,

based reporting and bi-annual external

cardboard and ink cartridges, and reducing

auditing. Our Finance Committee provides

energy and water use through education

regular scrutiny of financial results and

and increased

advice on risk management and financial

efficiency measures.

management policies.
Occupational Health
and Safety
WetlandCare Australia operates in
accordance with our Occupational Health
and Safety (OHS) System. Our OHS system
plans for safety and provides practical
guidance to staff in the systematic

Barbara Sing - River Visitors
Merit- Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water, Open Photography
Nicholas Duckworth - Wetland Safety Zone
1st prize - Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water, Open Photography
Jessica Bracey - Water Playground
Merit - Children’s Photography
Lucy Pulvers - Dream Of The Murray Cod
3rd Prize, Department of Environment, Water Heritage and the Arts Open Art
Nicola Neutze - Frog In A Pristine Wetland
Merit - Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, Open Art
Grace Mulqueeny - Save Our World, Our Wetlands
Merit - Murray Darling Basin Authority Children’s Art Junior
Lydia Spencer - Let God’s Creation Live
3rd prize - Murray Darling Basin Authority Children’s Art Junior
Blair Trigger - Go With The Flow
Merit - Children’s Photography
Courtney Krawec - Solace
Merit - Children’s Photography
Tegan Baldwin Core - Shady Help When The Weather Is Dry
Merit - Children’s Photography

Brett Richardson, Reflecting Pelicans, 3rd Prize, Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water Open Photography
WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography Competition 2010
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Abraham Dakgalawuy - Burarr (Water Monitor)
2nd prize - Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, Open Art.

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015

WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography Competition 2010
(Artists Works from page 22)

WetlandCare Australia
National office - Ballina
53 Tamar St, PO Box 114
Ballina NSW 2478
Phone 02 6681 6169
Fax 02 6686 6866
Email ballina@wetlandcare.com.au
Coffs Harbour
PO Box 1782
Coffs Harbour NSW 2450
Phone 02 6652 5589
Email coffsharbour@wetlandcare.com.au
Townsville
PO Box 1368
Townsville QLD 4810
Email townsville@wetlandcare.com.au

WetlandCare Australia Conservation Plan 2011 - 2015
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Wetlands: your water, our passion

Newcastle
PO Box 292
Wallsend NSW 2287
Phone 02 49516466
Email newcastle@wetlandcare.com.au

Leading Australia into a changing
future with dynamic solutions for
healthy and valued wetlands
ABN 26 051 931 849
wetlandcare.com.au

