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Wetlandlink - November 2012

 
For the latest news in wetlands... 
In this issue: 
 

WetlandCare Australia news 
 
November Shorebird Workshops (NSW) 
WetlandCare Australia, in partnership with BirdLife Australia, is hosting two shorebird workshops on the 
23rd and 24th November at Ocean Shores and Ballina. These workshops will be a great opportunity to 
learn more about our amazing shorebirds, both resident and migratory, as well as get an update on the 
work that has been done under our Coastal 20 wetland restoration project, funded by the Australian 
Government under its Caring for our Country program.  
To find out more visit WetlandCare Australia 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/november-shorebird-workshops/ 
 
Delivering Biodiversity Dividends for the Barratta Creek Catchment (Qld) 
WetlandCare Australia welcomes Kate Maltby (Regional Coordinator, North Queensland) to our 
Townsville Office and Merv Pyott (Senior Project Officer) to our Ayr office. Kate and Merv are managing 
a new project�which is supported through funding from the Australian Government’s Clean Energy 
Future Biodiversity Fund to protect, manage and enhance biodiversity values at Barratta Creek, North 
Queensland. Barratta Creek is in the catchment of Bowling Green Bay, North Queensland’s only 
Ramsar listed wetland. 
To read more visit WetlandCare Australia 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/delivering-biodiversity-dividends-in-
the-barratta-creek-catchmen/ 
 
Conservationists target foxes to protect shorebirds in the Hunter Estuary (NSW) 
The Hunter Estuary is known as the biggest coal export port in the world. Less known is that the 
estuary includes a Ramsar listed wetland of international significance. Migratory shorebirds that visit the 
site, and especially breeding resident shorebirds, are at risk of predation by foxes. WetlandCare 
Australia is addressing the problem by conducting a fox baiting program throughout the estuary. The 
fox control program is assisted by the NSW Environmental Trust.  
To read more visit WetlandCare Australia  
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/targeting-foxes/ 
 
National Art and Photography Competition entries due 9 November (AUS)             
WetlandCare Australia invites artists and photographers to submit entries to our 6th annual National Art 
and Photography Competition by COB Friday 9 November. Help us promote wetlands and exhibit your 
work at Hunter Wetlands Centre, Newcastle to celebrate World Wetlands Day on Saturday 2 February 
2013. 
Visit WetlandCare Australia to find out how to enter 



http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/competition-now-closed/  
  

Wetland restoration 
 
New solution for streambank stabilisation in tropical rivers (Qld)  
Engineered Log Jams (ELJ) were recently constructed by Reef Catchments in partnership with the 
Australian Rivers Institute on a demonstration reach on the O’Connell River. The ELJ pilot project 
investigates the effectiveness of using this innovative solution as an alternative technique for 
streambank stabilisation. The structures deflect erosive flows and promote sediment deposition at the 
base of eroding banks as well as creating habitat for aquatic organisms. 
Read the full article 
http://reefcatchments.com.au/water/river-restoration/ 
  
Bellyache Bush management in the Gregory River (Qld) 
Southern Gulf Catchments and Gregory River Landcare Group recently completed an aerial and canoe-
based survey of Bellyache Bush in the Gregory River, North West Queensland.  SGC Grazing Officer, 
Larissa Lauder says “The surveys are part of a larger project in the Gregory Catchment to combat the 
spread of Bellyache Bush. We received $137,000 from the Biodiversity Fund to tackle the weed on four 
fronts:  mapping and data collection, on-ground works, long term monitoring, and capacity building of 
key stakeholders.” 
For further information see the Southern Gulf Catchments annual report 
http://www.southerngulf.com.au/index.php?element=101047+SGC+Annual+Report+-
+WEB+version.pdf 
 
Rehabilitation brings swamp wallaby back to Marmong Wetlands (NSW) 
Swamp wallabies have returned to Marmong Wetlands at Lake Macquarie in New South Wales after 
their habitat has been restored by the efforts of dedicated volunteers. 
Read the full article 
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/publications/environmental/wetlands/wetlands-
australia/wa21/wetland-rehabilitation-restoration-conservation/rehabilitation-marmong-wetlands.html 
  

Wetland management 
 
Local Land Services to transform service delivery to NSW farmers and 
landowners (NSW) 
Minister for Primary Industries Katrina Hodgkinson announced on October 4th the most fundamental 
change since the 1940s to the way NSW primary producers access services, information and advice. 
The new Local Land Services will deliver locally prioritised services including agricultural advice; plant 
and animal pest control and biosecurity; natural resource management; and emergency assessment 
and response.  
Read the full article 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/locallandservices 
 
State of the Environment Queensland 2011 report released (Qld)  
The Queensland State of the Environment Report is released every four years. The findings in the 
report detail Queensland’s air quality and climate, water and aquatic ecosystems, coastal 
environments, land and biodiversity, invasive species and diseases, cultural heritage and human 
settlements, as well as natural and man-made disasters. 
Visit the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection, Queensland to view the latest report 
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/state-of-the-environment/report-2011/index.html 
 
Australia’s Critical Environmental Protection Laws are Under Threat (AUS) 
Australian Wetland Alliance is lobbying against proposed changes to the EPBC Act. Under pressure 
from big business and the mining industry, federal and state governments have announced an 
aggressive plan to wind back essential environmental laws. In the guise of cutting ‘green tape,’ 
government and industry propose to change the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act, handing important federal approval powers to the states. This will allow a less rigorous approval 
process for large developments. 
For more information follow the link 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/critical-environmental-protection-laws-
under-threat/  



  

Wetland education and resources 
 
New interactive maps on the Ramsar Sites Information Service (AUS) 
Are you looking for a map of Contracting Parties showing the number of Ramsar Sites per country for a 
PowerPoint Presentation or a report? The Ramsar Secretariat's new user-friendly tool is available to 
help you build maps according to your needs. Data export is made easy in jpeg or png formats. Find 
out about Ramsar Sites in Australia, Oceania or the whole world. It’s all there at your fingertips. 
Visit Ramsar to view this interactive resource 
http://ramsar.wetlands.org/Portals/15/Statplanet/web/StatPlanet.swf 
  
True Tales of the Trout Cod – DVD and Catchment History Booklets now available 
(ACT) 
Few people today can envisage the bountiful fish life that once existed throughout Australia's Murray–
Darling Basin. To get a true picture we have to look to the past, and Will Trueman has done just that 
with "True Tales of the Trout Cod". This amazing collection of family stories and accounts of fish in 
different regions of the Basin, is combined with journal entries of explorers and settlers, newspaper 
articles and photographs from local families.   
Visit Australian River Restoration Centre to find our more and to order  
http://australianriverrestorationcentre.com.au/mdb/troutcod/ 
 
New information for living and working on a riverbank (NSW) 
Do you live or undertake works on the banks of a waterway? If you do, NSW DPI has released two new 
brochures to help you comply with the laws aimed at protecting our native fish and their habitat. 
Everyone has a role to play in ensuring our waterways and estuaries continue to be healthy and 
productive for future generations. The brochures provide useful tips to help you to look after your 
riverbank and to comply with current laws aimed at protecting our fisheries and their habitat.  
Download the brochures by visiting NSW DPI 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/habitat/rehabilitating/living-and-working-on-a-riverbank 
 
Griffith mother and daughter team launch children's book about Barren Box 
Swamp 
Griffith primary school teacher, Ann-Maree Thompson, has taken inspiration from the re-development 
of Barren Box Storage and Wetland to write the children’s book “Bizi the Musk Duck of Barren Box 
Swamp." Beautifully illustrated by local artist, Jan Thompson, the book tells the story of how the swamp 
was improved to provide benefits for both local irrigators and the environment. 
Read the full article 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/wetland-book-launch/ 
  

Wetland events  
 
Ramsar Seminar, Hunter Wetlands Centre (NSW) 
Ten years ago this month, Hunter Wetlands Centre in Shortland, Newcastle achieved Ramsar Listing 
as a wetland of international significance. A seminar to celebrate 10 years since its Ramsar listing is to 
be held at the Hunter Wetlands Centre, Sandgate Road Shortland, on Thursday 29 November. 
To find out more visit WetlandCare Australia 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/ramsar-seminar/ 
 
Creek-To-Coast Catchment Tour (NSW)  
WetlandCare Australia is hosting a Creek-to-Coast Catchment Tour in the Wallis Lakes Catchment, 
NSW on 26 November 2012. The tour will showcase projects undertaken by Great Lakes Council, 
Hunter-Central Rivers CMA and local farmers to protect water quality in Wallis Lakes. 
To find out more visit WetlandCare Australia 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/catchment-tour/ 
 
Welcome the shorebirds at Stockton Sandspit (NSW) 
Community members are invited to Stockton Sandspit in the Hunter River estuary on Sunday 18 
November to welcome some special shorebirds to town and get involved in fun activities to learn more 
about this important bird site. 
Find out more about the Welcome Shorebirds Community Day 
http://www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au/articles/news.asp?news_id=438&section_id=8 



  

Wetlands around the world 
 
Global carbon markets now open to Wetland Restoration and Conservation 
(Global) 
Wetlands International welcomes the approval of the new carbon trading category “Wetlands 
Restoration and Conservation” (WRC) by the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). The new category 
provides a strong incentive for private investment in conservation and restoration of carbon rich 
wetlands. 
To read more visit Wetlands International  
http://www.wetlands.org/News/tabid/66/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/3100/Default.aspx 
 
Developed countries agree to double resources for biodiversity protection by 2015 
The world’s governments have agreed to increase funding in support of actions to halt the rate of loss 
of biodiversity at the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Convention on Biological Diversity held in Hyderabad, India, from 8 to 19 October 2012. 
Read the full article 
http://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2012/pr-2012-10-20-cop-11-en.pdf 

Download the PDF version 
of this newsletter 

 

 

To contribute a news 
story contact: 

WetlandLink Coordinator - 
Kirralee Donovan 
PO Box 114 
Ballina NSW 2478 
+61 (02) 66816 169 
Email Us 
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