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For the latest news in wetlands... 
In this issue: 
 

WetlandCare Australia news 

 

Newcastle creek to get a $1.6 million make-over 
WetlandCare Australia has been awarded a $1.6 million grant through the Australian Government’s 
Caring for our Country program to restore Boatman Creek, Newcastle. The project 'Newcastle Ramsar-
Riparian Connections' will run for the next four years to restore Boatman Creek which flows through 
SEPP 14 freshwater wetlands to the Ramsar-listed Hunter Wetlands Centre.  
Visit WetlandCare Australia to read more 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/newcastle-creek-gets-a-make-over/ 
  

WetlandCare Australia Photography Prize now open for entries 
WetlandCare Australia invites photographers of all ages from around Australia to enter our 
Photography Prize. The annual event gives everyone an opportunity to share images of their favourite 
wetland and help raise awareness about the importance of wetlands for all life on our planet. There are 
great prizes for category winners.  
Visit WetlandCare Australia for entry details  
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php?cID=639 
  

Regenerating Koala Habitat in the Hunter Estuary 
When you think of Koalas do swamps spring to mind? Swamp Mahogany trees found in wetlands are a 
preferred food species for this much-loved marsupial. WetlandCare Australia has received funds from 
the NSW Environmental Trust to regenerate a beautiful patch of Swamp Sclerophyll Forest at the 
Hunter Region Botanic Gardens on the Pacific Highway in Raymond Terrace, NSW.  
Visit WetlandCare Australia to read more 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/regenerating-koala-habitat-in-the-
hunter-estuary/ 
  

Happy farmers and healthy frogs  
Byron Bay farmer Mark Tidswell has recently completed a large scale wetland restoration project in 
partnership with WetlandCare Australia in the Belongil Catchment. The project included planting over 
3000 native trees on his property to increase native habitat as part of WetlandCare Australia’s Coastal 
20 Wetlands Project.  
Visit WetlandCare Australia to read more 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/happy-farmers-and-healthy-frogs/ 
  



Fivebough-Tuckerbil Wetlands Ramsar Site Management Plan 
WetlandCare Australia has been awarded a project to develop a management plan for the Fivebough 
and Tuckerbil Wetlands. The wetlands are located in the heart of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, just 
north-east of Leeton NSW. Fivebough-Tuckerbil is listed under the Ramsar convention as a wetland of 
international importance. 
Visit WetlandCare Australia to read more 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/fivebough-tuckerbil-wetlands-
ramsar-site-management-plan/ 
  

Wetland restoration 

 

Milestone reached in rehabilitation of Hexham Swamp 
The Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority celebrated a major milestone in the 
rehabilitation of Hexham Swamp last month, marking the end of a 30 year process to restore tidal 
inundation to the ecologically significant Hunter Estuary wetland. 
Follow the link to view the full article  
http://www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au/articles/news.asp?news_id=575&section_id=0 
  

Gwydir Wetlands burst with birdlife   
The Gwydir Wetlands are bursting with birdlife this season, after many ibises, egrets and herons 
dispersed across the wetlands from last season’s breeding. This diverse birdlife is likely to be 
responding to the improved conditions provided by three years of continuous wetting across the 
wetlands, including annual environmental water deliveries. 
Follow the link to view the full article and others  
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/environmentalwater/watergallery.htm 
  

Walkway and viewing platform to protect hidden gem 
Tucked away on the North West side of North Stradbroke Island is a hidden gem known as Myora 
Springs, which has long had a cultural significance for the traditional owner group, the Quandamooka 
people. SEQ Catchments and the Quandamooka people are keen for this unique ecosystem to 
continue to be shared and enjoyed amongst the local community and tourists alike. They have installed 
an environmentally sensitive raised walkway and viewing platform, which keeps visitors off areas prone 
to erosion. 
Follow the link to read more  
http://www.seqcatchments.com.au/news/walkway-and-viewing-platform-to-protect-hidden-
gem?A=SearchResult&SearchID=24413270&ObjectID=2743283&ObjectType=35 
  

Capital Woodland and Wetlands Conservation Trust 
Friends of Jerrabomberra Wetlands is a new Landcare group working to assist in the conservation of 
the Jerrabomberra Wetlands, at the eastern end of Lake Burley Griffin in Canberra.  
Follow the link to find out more or to get involved   
http://www.cwwct.org.au/announcements/friends-of-jerrabomberra-wetlands 
  

Wetland management 
 

Australia’s regional NRM organisations supported with $450 million provided 
under the Regional Delivery component of Caring for our Country  
Federal Ministers Mark Butler and Joel Fitzgibbon announced the funding and said the government 
acknowledged the important role local resource management organisations play building an 
environment that is healthier, better protected, well-managed and resilient while ensuring our farming 
practices are sustainable. 
Follow the link for more information including a full list of successful projects  
http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/regional/ 
  

Wetland education and resources 

 

Wetlands Australia July 2013 
Wetlands Australia is a twice yearly publication by the Department of Sustainability, Environment, 
Water, Population and Communities. Wetlands Australia brings together information and resources 
from across Australia relating to wetlands conservation, management and education. The latest edition 



of the magazine is available now.  
Follow the link to read the full edition 
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/publications/environmental/wetlands/wetlands-
australia/wa23.html 
  

Fish habitat on the Orara River 
The Orara River is home to the iconic Australian Bass and the endangered Eastern Freshwater Cod, 
amongst other significant species. Stu Murphy, a fish enthusiast from Grafton has made an excellent 
video, ‘How to tell a fishy tale’ about fish habitat in this river system.   
Follow the link to view the video 
https://open.abc.net.au/posts/how-to-tell-a-fishy-tale-91gm7al 
  

Wetland events  
 

4th National Acid Sulfate Soil Conference 20-21 May, 2014 
Southern Cross GeoScience is pleased to announce that the 4th National Acid Sulfate Soil Conference 
will be held on 20-21st May, 2014 in Perth. The multi-disciplinary conference is set to attract a wide 
range of stakeholders, and the focus will be on providing current information, exchanging experiences 
and creating opportunities for discussion, debate and networking. The conference's overall aim is to 
facilitate information exchange between stakeholders currently involved with acid sulfate soils. 
Follow the link to find out more 
http://www.scu.edu.au/nationalassconference/ 
  

Help the Australian River Restoration Centre share the journey of 'Kati Thanda-
Lake Eyre' 
In May this year Lake Eyre was renamed 'Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre' in recognition of the deep cultural 
and spiritual significance this place has for the Arabana Aboriginal people.  Help the Australian River 
Restoration Centre share the journey of Kati-Thanda-Lake Eyre by creating an edition of RipRap 
focusing on the science and stories from this fabulous part of Australia.  
Follow the link for more information and to pledge your support  
http://www.pozible.com/project/27517 
  

Australian Wetland Network 

The Australian Wetland Network (AWN) 
The Australian Wetland Network (AWN) is a national network of Non-Government Organisations 
(NGOs) involved in conservation and wise use of wetlands. The network recently reviewed their 
membership and now has 30 members, representing peak organisations and national organisations, 
regional and local groups involved in advocacy, education and wetland management.  
Follow the link to read more   
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/australian-wetland-alliance/ 
 

Wetlands around the world 

 

Discover Wetland Communication and Education Activities  
Visit the Ramsar’s online community to discover wetland communication and education activities in 
your region and around the world. 
Follow the link to read more  
http://community.ramsar.org/index.php 
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