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GM drives wetland protection project (China)

WetlandCare Australia News

Coastal 20 Wetlands Project (NSW, Qld)

WetlandCare Australia is celebrating its 20th year of achievements in
conjunction with starting a pivotal initiative; their Coastal 20 Wetlands
Project. This $2.5 million project has been funded under the Australian
Government’s Caring for Country program. The Coastal 20 Wetland Project
will see WetlandCare Australia work in partnership with community,
government and industry bodies to undertake the restoration of 20 iconic
coastal wetlands. To keep up to date with the latest Coastal 20 news,
please sign up to our Coastal 20 Information Group by visiting WetlandCare
Australia.
www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/coastal-20-
wetlands-project/

Cudgen Lake Community Tree Planting Day (NSW)

WetlandCare Australia is working in partnership with Friends of Cudgen
Nature Reserve, and National Parks and Wildlife Service to undertake
planting of 4,000 trees at Clothiers Creek Road to improve Koala habitat in
the catchment. We’d love the local community to get involved and invite you
to a tree planting day which will be held on the 27th of May!
Visit WetlandCare Australia to read more.
www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/cudgen-lake-
community-tree-planting-day-27th-may/

Hays Inlet Festival 2012 (Qld)

WetlandCare Australia is a proud Silver Partner of the 2012 Hays Inlet
Festival, a festival ‘celebrating the people, places and environment of the
Hays Inlet catchment and its waterways through a series of environmental,
recreational and cultural activities.’ The festival is planned for later this year.
To find out more visit WetlandCare Australia.
www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/hays-inlet-festival-
2012/

Wetland Restoration

Big wet means bumper breeding for birds (Vic)

Victoria's feathered residents are enjoying a rain-induced renaissance, with
the drought-breaking wet delivering prime conditions for water birds. Golo
Maurer from BirdLife Australia said species such as the nankeen night
heron had been noted in increased numbers in the state, while the buff-
banded rail had been sighted in some Melbourne parks.
Read the full article 'Big wet means bumper breeding for birds'.
www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/hays-inlet-festival-
2012/

$99,000 funding injection for Bulahdelah Wetland (NSW)

Great Lakes Council will receive more than $99,000 to conserve and
restore a 366 hectare wetland at Bulahdelah as part of a bid to improve
and protect water quality in the Myall River floodplain. The funding comes



from the NSW government's environmental trust and will be used on land
aquired in 2011. The Great Lakes Council and the Hunter-Central Rivers
Catchment Management Authority acquired the privately-held wetland and
the project will see "critical works" to conserve, protect and restore it.
Read the full article '$99,000 funding injection for Bulahdelah Wetland'.
http://www.myallcoastnota.com.au/news/local/news/general/99000-funding-
injection-for-bulahdelah-wetland/2535164.aspx

Wetland Management

New weed species added to Weeds of National Significance list
(Aus)

NSW will join the fight against some of Australia’s worst weeds as 12
invasive species are included in a national weeds initiative. NSW
Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) Manager Invasive Species,
Scott Charlton, the Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) initiative helps
state and federal governments tackle the most serious and destructive
weeds in the country."These nationally-recognised weeds pose a
significant threat to agriculture, human health, productivity and the
environment," Mr Charlton said.
Read the full article 'New weed species added to Weeds of National
Significance list'
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/aboutus/news/recent-news/agriculture-news-
releases/new-weed-species
or
Visit Weeds Australia for the full list of WoNS.
www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/

Wetlands Under Threat

Call to protect wetland from port expansion (NSW)

The Greens fear the fourth coal terminal proposed for Newcastle Port will
cause significant damage to the Kooragang Wetlands. Greens MP Cate
Faehrmann will tour Ash Island today with local bird observers to
investigate the areas she is concerned are under threat from the expansion
of the port.
Read the full article 'Call to protect wetland from port expansion'.
www.abc.net.au/news/2012-04-26/call-to-protect-wetland-from-port-
expansion/3972844

New control options for Cabomba (NSW)

The herbicide ‘Shark’ (carfentrazone

‐

ethyl) has recently been registered for
use on the water weed Cabomba. Cabomba is a submerged aquatic weed
that can invade freshwater lakes, dams and slow moving waterways.
Management of Cabomba, which is found along the eastern seaboard, had
been limited to mechanical removal or using techniques such as shading.
‘Shark’ can only be applied to 50% of the water body at one time and there
must be a 3 month gap between repeat treatments. It can’t be used in
flowing water or water to be used for human consumption and there is a 3
month withholding period for treated water being used for irrigation. It is
moderately toxic to fish and the restriction on applying to 50% of a water
body at a time reduces the risk of fish death from low oxygen levels caused
by the decomposition of rotting Cabomba. For more information and advice,
contact Charles Mifsud, NSW DPI, on 02 6640 1662.
Newstreams



www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/430463/Newstreams-No.-
37.pdf

Wetland Research

Watching the (sea) grass grow (NSW)

Researchers looking at the resilience of seagrass found in Port Phillip Bay,
Victoria, have observed one of the largest seagrass flowering events seen
for some time. The seagrass meadows cover nearly 64 km2, making this
one of the largest areas of seagrass habitat in Victoria. By studying fifteen
locations, from Blairgowrie to Swan Bay, collecting seed and tracking bits of
broken seagrass, the researchers hope to better understand how seagrass
recovers from disturbance and the role that different regions play in
maintaining the larger bay‐ wide population.
Read more about this project
www.dse.vic.gov.au/about-dse/media-releases/helmeted-honeyeaters-
sweet-release-to-save-species2
or
View a short video of Port Phillip seagrass life.
portphillipmarinelife.net.au/habitat/6
Newstreams
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/430463/Newstreams-No.-
37.pdf

Wetland Events

World Migratory Bird Day

World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) was initiated in 2006 and is an annual
awareness-raising campaign highlighting the need for the protection of
migratory birds and their habitats. On the second weekend each May (May
12 & 13 this year), people around the world take action and organise public
events such as bird festivals, education programmes and birdwatching
excursions to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day. This year’s theme is
migratory birds and people.
Find out more about WMBD.
www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/2012/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=5&Itemid=2

Wetland Education and Training Workshop ‘The Application of
Best Practice in Erosion and Sediment Control around
Wetlands’(NSW)

This workshop (24 – 25 May 2012) provides training for individuals
responsible for the selection, installation and maintenance of temporary
and permanent erosion and sediment control measures on construction,
restoration and rehabilitation sites in proximity to wetlands.It provides an
introduction to soil/ water interactions with respect to erosion and sediment
control from a practical perspective. It introduces the theory and practice of
channel and basin design.
View the event brochure
www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/520909/WET-
March2012-3.pdf
or for more information and to register call 02 9714 8888 or email
bookingsvc@sopa.nsw.gov.au

Around the world



A Degraded Gulf of Mexico: Wildlife & Wetlands 2 Years into the
Disaster (Mexico)

This report gives a snapshot view of the current status of coastal wetlands
and six wildlife species (or groups of species) that depend on a healthy
Gulf. Some 1,050 miles of beaches and wetlands were reported to be
contaminated by oil. The extent of damage is highly variable depending
upon severity of contamination. Oil contamination or efforts to clean it up
can damage wetlands, killing vegetation and thereby causing accelerated
erosion and conversion of land to open water.
View the full report to read more.
www.nwf.org/~/media/PDFs/Wildlife/NWF_WildlifeWetlandsStatusReport_4-
18-12_final.ashx

GM drives wetland protection project (China)

A three-year Restoring Nature's Habitat Project will be carried out in three
national-level nature reserves in the provinces of Liaoning, Shandong and
Shanghai municipality. These three reserves were located on major routes
for migratory birds traveling from North Asia to southern Australia. A large
number of birds die every year during migration because of wetland
degradation, dwindling food sources, wind farm development and hunting,
according to a statement released by GM China.
Read the full article 'GM drives wetland protection project'.
www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2012-04/23/content_15110712.htm
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