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Wetlandlink - September 2012

 

For the latest news in wetlands... 
In this issue: 
 

WetlandCare Australia news 

 

National Art and Photography Competition (AUS) 
Our planet needs creativity and new ideas. WetlandCare Australia’s National Art and Photography 
Competition is a great way to link art and the environment! We are looking for artworks and 
photographs depicting all types of wetlands including lakes, rivers, ponds, swamps, marine shores, 
wetland plants, wildlife and people enjoying wetlands. Help us promote wetlands and win some great 
prizes!  
Visit WetlandCare Australia to read more!  
www.wetlandcare.com.au  
 

Wild about Porters Creek Wetlands (NSW) 
Kids in the Porters Creek Wetlands catchment in Wyong NSW star in a new YouTube video made by 
WetlandCare Australia. See these budding catchment custodians in action!  
Visit WetlandCare Australia  
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/love-our-living-lakes/ 
  

Looking for mice in the mangroves (Qld) 
Last year WetlandCare Australia initiated the Coastal 20 Wetlands Program supported by the 
Australian Government’s Caring for Our Country Program. One of the Coastal 20 sites covers 65 ha of 
mangrove, casuarina and marine grassland on the Maroochy River, Queensland – a prime site for 
water mouse (Xeromys myoides) nests. WetlandCare Australia and our project partners envisage that 
data collected through this Coastal 20 Project will guide future conservation activities for the water 
mouse at the site. 
Visit WetlandCare Australia to read more! 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/looking-for-mice-in-the-mangroves/ 
  

Wetland restoration 

 

Habitat Grants are now open (NSW)   
The Habitat Action Program supports the improvement of recreationally important fish populations and 
habitat to enhance fisheries in NSW. The program is funded by the revenue raised by the NSW 
recreational fishing fee.  Angling clubs, individuals, community groups, local councils and organisations 
interested in rehabilitating fish habitats in freshwater and saltwater areas throughout NSW can apply for 
grants under the Habitat Action Program. Applications close 5pm 28 September 2012. 



Find out more about the Habitat Action Program 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/habitat/rehabilitating/ahr-grants-program 
  

Communities strengthen fight for the Murray (SA) 
Minister for Water and the River Murray Paul Caica welcomed passionate River Murray community 
members to Goolwa, as support for the Fight for the Murray campaign reaches new heights. Mr Caica 
said community support was strong, and growing. 
Read the full article ‘Communities strengthen fight for the Murray" 
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au/2012/09/communities-strenghthen-fight-for-the-murray/ 
  

Wetland education and resources 

 

Wetlands Australia September 2012 (AUS) 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water Population and Communities 
The 21st edition of Wetlands Australia will be available online from Monday 17 September. This twice-
a-year publication brings together stories, information and updates about wetlands conservation, 
management and education. This edition includes several feature articles on the impacts of droughts 
and floods on wetlands along with articles on current wetland projects and programs across the nation. 
The magazine is essential reading for people who want to stay informed about the latest in wetlands 
management. 
Subscribe to the Wetlands Australia mailing list to receive notification of future editions 
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/publications/environmental/wetlands/wetlands-
australia/index.html 
  

Do you want to improve farm production while protecting natural resources? 
(NSW) 
The Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority (CMA) is inviting landholders to a three-
day sustainable grazing course from Tuesday 27 to Thursday 29 November in Wollombi at a subsidised 
price. CMA Catchment Officer Geoff LeMessurier says ‘The Pasture to Pocketcourse helps the farmer 
know with confidence when to graze and when to rest’. 
Find out more by visiting Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority 
http://www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au/articles/news.asp?news_id=412&section_id=39 
 

RipRap Magazine – Bringing Back Native Fish Edition (AUS) 
Now published by the Australian River Restoration Centre (ARRC), this ‘bringing back native fish’ 
edition is sponsored by the MDBA’s Native Fish Program.  In a new full-colour magazine format it 
contains 60 pages of great articles featuring fish related science, on-ground works, oral history and 
community engagement projects.  The magazine is great to hand out at workshops and field days, as 
well as a reference for all things ‘fishy’ going on in Australia.   
Visit ARRC to order your copies 
http://www.arrc.com.au 
  

One-stop-shop for freshwater fish (Qld) 
A new database is bringing together freshwater fish information from a range of sources to help 
fisheries managers to better understand changes in our local fisheries. The database is an initiative of 
Fisheries Queensland, in collaboration with the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection’s 
Queensland Wetlands Program.  
Read the full article 'One-stop-shop for freshwater fish' 
http://www.vision6.com.au/em/message/email/view.php?id=942390&u=49511 
  

Wetland research 

 

Study to examine how mining and climate affect native fish (WA) 
Researchers at The University of Western Australia will investigate how native freshwater fish in 
northwest Australia are dealing with changes to their habitat caused by climate change and mining. 
Chief investigator Dr. Pauline Grierson, from UWA's School of Plant Biology, said the inter-disciplinary 
study would examine the biological adaptation and ecological resilience of freshwater fish in the arid 
northwest climate. 
Read the full article 'Study to examine how mining and climate affect native fish' 
http://phys.org/news/2012-07-climate-affect-native-fish.html 
  



Wetland events  

 

Hunter Kayak Challenge, Sunday 23rd September (NSW) 
If you are a keen paddler, you will love this challenging and beautiful event that takes kayakers down 
the Hunter River and through the estuary from Maitland, to Raymond Terrace and then finishing at 
Pirate Cove at Stockton. A race for enthusiasts or a great kayaking adventure for those in it for the 
challenge and experience. Full course is 60kms starting at Lorn; Half Course is 30kms starting at 
Raymond Terrace. For more information contact events@wetlands.org.au or visit Hunter Wetlands 
Center 
http://www.wetlands.org.au/page26749/Hunter-Kayak-Challenge-page.aspx 
 

National wetland art and photography exhibition in Queensland (Qld) 
The Queensland Wetlands Program is bringing a national wetland art and photography exhibition to 
Brisbane and, for the first time, to regional Queensland. The two-month free touring exhibition will 
showcase the winning entries of the 5th annual WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography 
Competition in a number of locations across the state throughout September and October.  
Find out more about the 'National wetland art and photography exhibition' 
http://www.vision6.com.au/em/message/email/view.php?id=942401&u=49511 
  

Wetlands around the world 

 

Attending Ramsar COP 11 – an NGO perspective (Romania) 
WetlandCare Australia’s Ramsar program leader Louise Duff represented Australian NGOs at the 11th 
Ramsar Conference of parties in Bucharest, Romania from 6-13 July. Her trip was supported by 
members of the Australian Wetland Alliance and the World Wetland Network. This full report covers the 
participation of NGOs at the conference.  
For a full report visit WetlandCare Australia 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/ 
  

Ramsar COP11 Resolutions now on-line (Romania) 
The full text of 23 resolutions adopted at the 11th Ramsar Conference of Parties held in Bucharest in 
July is now available at the Ramsar web site. The resolutions set out international policy on wise use of 
wetlands and have a wealth of information on management issues. Other resources launched at the 
conference include a Capacity Building Manual called ‘Enhancing the Wise use of Wetlands’ and a 
publication on wetland tourism featuring Kakadu National Park.   
Follow this link to find Ramsar wetland resources  
http://www.ramsar.org/cda/en/ramsar-home/main/ramsar/1_4000_0__ 
 

World Wetlands Day 2013 

Wondering what to do on February 2nd 2013? Join with us in celebrating World Wetlands Day (WWD), 
the Ramsar Convention’s annual campaign day.  The slogan for next year is Wetlands take care of 
water. Visit the Ramsar website www.ramsar.org/WWD2013 to see resource materials. You can 
receive their WWD pack by mail by writing to wwd@ramsar.org – you can even ask for their design files 
to create your own adaptations – view examples http://www.ramsar.org/cda/en/ramsar-activities-wwds-
ramsarmaterial-wwdcustomizing/main/ramsar/1-63-78-441%5E24488_4000_0__. Join us and celebrate 
your wetlands! 
 

Wetland technology could ease Pakistan's water woes (Pakistan) 
For farmer Asadullah Kerio, water shortages are a thing of the past. Since 2010, he has been irrigating 
his land with treated wastewater from a nearby ‘constructed wetland’ in Majeed Keerio village in 
Shaheed Benazirabad district, some 271 km (168 miles) northeast of Karachi. 
Read the full article 'Wetland technology could ease Pakistan's water woes' 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/wetland-technology-could-ease-pakistans-water-woes  
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