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For the latest news in wetlands... 
In this issue: 
 

WetlandCare Australia news 

 

WetlandCare Australia Photography Prize now open for entries  
WetlandCare Australia invites photographers of all ages from around Australia to enter our 
Photography Prize. The annual event gives everyone an opportunity to share images of their favourite 
wetland and help raise awareness about the importance of wetlands for all life on our planet. There are 
great prizes for category winners. 
Visit WetlandCare Australia for entry details 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php?cID=639 
 

Mid North Coast Saltmarsh Recovery 
The Mid North Coast Saltmarsh Recovery project focuses on building the resilience of saltmarsh 
communities between Coffs Harbour and Port Macquarie, NSW. Outcomes will include targeted 
stakeholder engagement and coordinated implementation of best practice saltmarsh restoration. The 
Mid North Coast Saltmarsh Recovery project is being delivered by WetlandCare Australia, with funding 
from the NSW Environmental Trust. 
For more information visit WetlandCare Australia 
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/mid-north-coast-saltmarsh-
recovery/ 
 

Coastline to Wilderness: restoring biodiversity values across the diverse Jaliigirr 
region 
WetlandCare Australia will work with NPWS and the Dorrigo Aboriginal Green Team to deliver priority 
on-ground works at high conservation value sites within the Jaliigirr Biodiversity Alliance region. 
Funding for the project has been provided through the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative Grants Program 
managed by the Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife. This project has been assisted by the New 
South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust. 
For more information visit WetlandCare Australia  
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/coastline-to-wilderness-restoring-
biodiversity-values-across-the/ 
 

Wetland restoration 

 

Boaties report Dugongs love new seagrass 
Dugongs have started to flock back to Moreton Bay, thanks to a new boat mooring design that has 



seen the recovery of seagrass, their favourite food. The new boat mooring design stays off the 
seagrass bed and unlike block and tackle moorings doesn’t rip out seagrass from the sea floor. For the 
last decade, the lack of seagrass around moored boats has meant that Macleay Island boatie, Lindsey 
Rusbatch, has never spotted any Dugongs around the bay, but the tide is starting to change. 
Follow the link to view the full article 
http://www.seqcatchments.com.au/news/boaties-report-dugongs-love-new-seagrass 
 

Artificial flooding of Banrock Station wetlands to boost plant and animal life in 
South Australian Riverland 
Banrock Station, in the South Australian Riverland, is on the Ramsar list of internationally significant 
wetlands. Nearly 700 hectares of wetlands at Banrock Station are being artificially flooded. It is the first 
time in five years the area near Kingston-on-Murray has seen flooding. Wetlands manager Christophe 
Tourenq said the process should mimic the natural wet-dry cycles of the floodplain, boosting the health 
of native plants and wildlife in the area. 
Follow the link to view the full article 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-09-04/artificial-flooding-of-wetlands-to-boost-plant-and-animal-
life/4935450?section=sa 
 

Realising the potential, connectivity and carbon storage in NSW coastal wetlands 
Southern Rivers CMA will soon commence working with WetlandCare Australia and Conservation 
Volunteers Australia to protect and restore 100 ha of coastal wetlands. The project will result in the 
rehabilitation of 32 coastal wetlands. The Australian Government recently announced $4.7 million for 
projects to protect the environment in the Southern Rivers region, of which $3 million is funding the 
Southern Rivers CMA’s wetland project. 
Follow the link to view the full article 
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/1740147/a-project-filled-with-potential/ 
 

Wetland management 
 

WetlandInfo—your first-stop-shop for wetland management resources in 
Queensland  
The Queensland wetlands team is pleased to launch new WetlandInfo tools and material including 
Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem (GDE) mapping extended to include the Mackay–Whitsunday and 
Pumicestone areas. Checkout the great range of resources by visiting the WetlandInfo website. 
Follow the link to find out more 
http://wetlandinfo.ehp.qld.gov.au/wetlands 
  

Wetlands under threat 
 

Wetland war  
The battle for Beeliar Wetlands, south of Fremantle WA, is heating up as the EPA approves a highway 
development. The Beeliar Wetlands are internationally and nationally significant. Booragoon Lake, 
Thomsons Lake and The Spectacles are listed on the Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia. 
Thomsons Lake (in conjunction with Forrestdale Lake) is listed as a wetland of international importance 
under the Ramsar convention. Many wetland areas in the Park have also been identified as locations 
for JAMBA / CAMBA migratory bird species. 
Follow the link to view the full story    
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-10-01/wetland-war/4991106 
 

Wetland education and resources 

 

Celebrate Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre 
The latest edition of RipRap magazine, produced by the Australian River Restoration Centre is now 
available. The latest edition celebrates Kati Thanda–Lake Eyre and is packed full of fabulous images, 
stories and science about our unique natural river desert system.  
Visit the Australian River Restoration Centre for more information  
http://arrc.com.au/ 
 

Wetland research 

 



Seagrass carbon a potential goldmine 
Australia could be sitting on a goldmine of carbon dioxide stored in seagrass meadows worth more than 
$5.2 billion according to Edith Cowen University Research. The research found seagrass meadows 
were accumulating carbon at a rate more than three times faster than a typical tropical rainforest, which 
are often touted as the lungs of the world. However other estimates have the rate at as much as 10 
times faster. 
Follow the link to view the full article 
http://www.ecu.edu.au/news/latest-news/2013/09/seagrass-carbon-a-potential-goldmine 
 

Wetland events 

 

4th National Acid Sulfate Soil Conference 20-21 May, 2014 
If you are involved with managing acid sulfate soils either through research, policy, managing 
development activities or remediating broad acre disturbance in wetlands, you’re encouraged to share 
your experiences at the upcoming 4th National Acid Sulfate Soil Conference.  Call for papers will open 
on 4 November, 2013 and abstracts are invited for both oral and poster presentations.  The multi-
disciplinary conference is set to attract a wide range of stakeholders, and the focus will be on providing 
current information, exchanging experiences and creating opportunities for discussion, debate and 
networking.  The Conference will be held on 20-21 May, 2014 in Perth.  
Follow the link to find out more  
www.scu.edu.au/nationalassconference   

54th Floodplain Management Association Conference 
The Floodplain Management Association Conference has been held annually for over 50 years and is 
the most respected floodplain industry event held in Australia. This will be the 54th Floodplain 
Management Association Conference (formerly known as the Floodplain Management Authorities 
Conference) and it is being held at Deniliquin RSL Club, Deniliquin from 20 - 23rd May 2014. Follow the 
link to find out more 
http://www.floodplainconference.com/#sthash.9jmTQI3y.dpuf 
  

Wetlands around the world  
 

World Wetlands Day 2014 
Coming soon – World Wetlands Day the Ramsar Convention’s annual campaign day will be held on 
2nd February 2014. The theme this year is Wetlands and Agriculture, a topic of relevance to almost 
everyone involved in wetlands! Visit the Ramsar Secretariat’s web site www.ramsar.org/WWD to find 
out more. Hard and soft copy materials (poster, leaflet, cartoon etc) will be available very soon. Write 
now to wwd@ramsar.org to receive hard copies and the design files if you wish to customize their 
materials. 
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